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Professional Experience 

Climate Imperative, Energy Innovation Oct 2020-present 
US States Director   San Francisco, CA  
• Lead the US States Policy Initiative aimed at pushing state governments to enact ambitious climate policies aligned

with 1.5-degree pathway, demonstrate political will, and build momentum for federal climate action.

• Facilitate positive working relationships with key governors’ offices and state agencies, mayors, donors, nonprofit
environmental, racial justice, labor, and business organizations to advance climate policy goals.

• Within the first two months, designed state-to-federal intergovernmental strategy aimed at leveraging clean energy
policy successes in 12 states to drive federal climate action and to push all states to maximize new federal policies
and investments.

• Support strategic communications to amplify on-the-ground clean energy stories of success.

• Ensure CEO and key donors are kept current on progress of climate and energy policy efforts, including technical and
political dynamics in states and at the federal level.

• Serve on senior management team, recruit and oversee staff and consultants, foster an inclusive workplace, and
mentor junior staff in their professional development.

• Established new organization-wide systems for effective management, including interpersonal trainings for a more
inclusive workplace, standards for equitable interviewing and recruitment, and grantmaking workflow processes.

McKnight Foundation Jun 2013-Jul 2020 
Founding Program Director, Midwest Climate & Energy Minneapolis, MN  
• Designed, established, and led a $32 million annual grantmaking program, among the top ten largest of its kind in

the U.S., focused on equitably reducing greenhouse gas emissions from the power, transportation, and buildings
sectors in eight Midwest states.

• Developed an organization-wide plan with the foundation’s CEO and principals to redesign the foundation’s
programming around climate change and racial equity.

• Ensured that notifications of changes to foundation’s grantmaking program goals and criteria were communicated in
timely and strategic manner with grantees and community members and amplified through positive local publicity.

• Co-established with the Energy Foundation, the States and Regions program in five Midwest states, a state-based
network of advocacy coalitions focused on advancing state clean energy policy.
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• Facilitated positive working relationships with governors’ policy staff, state energy offices, mayors, utility executives,
nonprofit advocacy, and other community leaders to align efforts around ambitious clean energy policy goals,
including – where appropriate – facilitating meetings and speaking engagements for the foundation CEO.

• Established new organization-wide systems for effective knowledge management and timely notification of
programmatic progress to senior leadership and board.

• Supported strategic communications to amplify positive stories of local clean energy successes. Produced The Power
of Minnesota clean energy stories project to maximize local and state publicity.

• Managed a team of staff and consultants, fostered an inclusive workplace, and mentored junior staff in their
professional development.

• Ensured foundation CEO and board of directors were kept current on climate and energy policy efforts, including
technical and political dynamics in states and at the federal level.

• Advised impact investing program: $200M in private capital to advance clean energy and electrification innovation.

• Embedded racial equity and strategic democratic participation in the clean energy strategy and grantmaking
portfolio. Wrote Why We Need to Center Racial Equity in the Climate Movement for national philanthropic audience.

McKnight Foundation Jun 2010-Mar 2013
Program Officer, Environment Minneapolis, MN 
• Managed $9 million in annual grantmaking to improve water quality and resilience of the Mississippi River, focused

on reducing agricultural pollution in upper river basin states.

• Facilitated positive working relationships with local and state government entities, tribes, federal agencies, as well as
environmental, conservation, agricultural, hunting/fishing organizations to drive progress.

• Contributed to an inclusive workplace and mentored junior staff in their professional development. 

National Sustainable Agriculture Coalition (NSAC) Dec 2008-May 2010 
Executive Director   Washington, DC 

• Oversaw day-to-day management of the 2008 Farm Bill, 2009 Child Nutrition Reauthorization Act, and annual
appropriations campaigns and implementation.

• Fostered and maintained positive working relationships with staff in key offices on Capitol Hill, including the Senate
Agriculture Committee and with the Office of the Secretary and sub-agencies at the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

• Ensured that 100 member organizations in 25 states were kept current on progress of federal legislation; produced 
a Weekly Update with timely and strategic information and action alerts.

• Managed seven full-time employees, fostered an inclusive workplace, and mentored junior staff in their
professional development.

• Regular conference speaker and presenter on federal farm policy and sustainable agriculture.



National Sustainable Agriculture Coalition (NSAC) Dec 2006-Dec 2008 
Director of Grassroots Organizing and Campaigns Washington, DC 

• Directed national grassroots coalition campaign aimed at shaping 2008 Farm Bill and annual appropriations.
• Fostered and maintained positive working relationships with staff in key offices on Capitol Hill, including the Senate

Agriculture Committee, and in the Office of the Secretary and sub-agencies at the U.S. Department of Agriculture.
• Organized three farmer fly-ins annually for Capitol Hill visits.
• Drafted legislation, federal testimony, and public comments.
• Created and oversaw summer internship program aimed at mentoring graduate students in federal farm policy.

Oxfam America May 2006-Dec 2006 
Agriculture and Trade Specialist, US Regional Program  Boston, MA 

• Managed $3 million in grants focused on facilitating socially disadvantaged farmer access to Farm Bill programs
and produced Oxfam America report, Shut Out: How US Farm Programs Fail Minority Farmers.

AmeriCorps Aug 2000-Jan 2003 
Program Director for Northwest Service Academy Trout Lake, WA  

• Led environmental restoration field teams to restore riparian function in mid-Columbia River watershed.
• Served on management team, fostered an inclusive workplace and mentored junior staff and service members in

their professional development.
• Developed and maintained strategic partnerships with state and federal agencies, including the Natural Resource

Conservation Service and US Fish and Wildlife, in addition to the Yakama Indian Nation and The Nature
Conservancy.

Education 

Tufts University   Sept 2004-May 2006 
Master of Science 
Agriculture and Environmental Policy 
Commencement Speaker 

University of Wisconsin Sept 1995-May 1999 
Bachelor of Arts
Major: History and Women’s Studies (double major). Minor: American Indian Studies  
Phi Beta Kappa 



Other Leadership and Professional Development Experience 

Citizens Utility Board of Minnesota January 2021-present 
Board Member  

Clean Energy for Biden Minnesota July 2020-Nov 2020 
Minnesota GOTV Lead  

National Clean Energy Funders Group May 2018-Aug 2020 
Steering Committee Member 

Climate Advocacy Lab May 2018-Aug 2020
Governing Board Member 

Midwest Clean Energy and Climate Funders Group Jan 2016-Aug 2020
Founding Chair  

Anti-Racism and Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Trainings Feb 2016-present 
• Intercultural Development Inventory (IDI) – individual profile is high Adaptation; Race Forward White Allies;  InDEEP

Community of Practice (Inclusion, Diversity, and Equity in Environmental Philanthropy)

Fourth Quadrant Emergent Learning Certification Feb 2017-Feb 2018 
• Trained in continuous learning, adaptive leadership tools for knowledge management and strategy refinement.

W.K. Kellogg Foundation Jan 2007-Dec 2008 
Food and Society Policy Fellow 

• Recipient of competitive two-year fellowship to produce regional and national communications on federal policy.
• Provided commentary in state and regional news media outlets, National Public Radio, and trade magazines.




